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HOMELESSNESS 
Statement 

HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [6.47 pm]: I rise tonight on what is recognised by the 
Homelessness Australia organisation as Homelessness Week to share my experience of attending two recent rallies 
on the steps of Parliament. The first was on 22 June before the winter break and the second was last night. I note 
that several honourable members from the opposition and the crossbench were in attendance last night. 
These rallies were organised to highlight the housing and homelessness crisis in Western Australia and the 56 deaths 
of WA residents sleeping rough on the streets in 2020 and the very recent death of Alana Garlett who died last week. 
At the rally, I had the privilege of meeting Mervyn Eades, who is the CEO of the Ngalla Maya Aboriginal 
Corporation. To give some context, the Ngalla Maya Aboriginal Corporation is a group that is focused on creating 
positive change and opportunities in the lives of Aboriginal ex-offenders, their families, and the wider Indigenous 
community. I also had the privilege of meeting Megan Krakouer, who is the director of the National Suicide 
Prevention and Trauma Recovery Project. As the name suggests, this group is focused on suicide prevention, 
counselling and trauma recovery. I think everyone in this place understands that mental health and homelessness 
go hand in hand and that unless a person is meeting the basic need of shelter, they are a lot more susceptible to 
a range of issues, with mental health being one of them. 
I also had the privilege of meeting Brendan, who is a rough sleeper here in the Perth CBD. He has been living on 
the streets for several years. Brendan shared his story of how with the recent cold weather, he has been waking up 
on the streets and was unable to feel his fingers, which I personally thought was a powerful statement and really 
reinforces the difficult situation faced by many Western Australians right now. 
Both the Ngalla Maya Aboriginal Corporation and the National Suicide Prevention and Trauma Recovery Project, 
along with Shelter WA, which is another homelessness advocacy group, are calling on the government to commit 
to providing 10 000 new public homes over the next four years, with 20 per cent of these homes to be set aside for 
Indigenous families. Brendan is in the same position as 31 000 other people, representing over 15 000 applications 
for public housing in WA with the average wait time being two and a half years to access a home. 
I will share some other statistics from the policy recommendations in a report by Shelter WA, that is endorsed 
by peak bodies and organisations in Western Australia. The social housing waitlist has risen by 13 per cent in the 
12 months between December 2019 and December 2020. There were 56 people who died on the streets of Perth 
in 2020; these deaths were wholly avoidable. According to the Anglicare rental affordability snapshot 2020, a single 
person on the current Jobseeker payment can afford zero per cent of the properties for rent in the Perth metropolitan 
region. Almost one-third of people suffering homelessness are Aboriginal people. This is a significant overrepresentation 
of the general population, with 3.7 per cent of WA residents being Indigenous, while 42 per cent of people 
experiencing homelessness are Indigenous. 
I will provide some insight into what the Victorian government is doing on this issue. The Victorian government 
has committed to build 9 300 public housing units over the next four years, which will support the creation of over 
10 000 jobs. This represents a $5.3 billion commitment to protect vulnerable members of the Victorian community. 
This commitment is in the face of a 2020 state budget with a deficit of $6 billion, which is due to the pandemic. 
These Victorian numbers are at complete odds with the commitment by the Western Australian government to 
build only 2 600 housing units over the next 10 years, while it has an expected budget surplus of $5 billion. I said 
these words during my inaugural speech and I will say them again: WA is a great state not only because it is a wealthy 
state but also because it is a compassionate state. I hope we can live up to those words. 
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